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quest to expand the reach of their Ex-
ecutive power. There is no question
that this time will be remembered as a
dark chapter in America’s otherwise
steady march toward justice.

But for now, all we can do is honor
the trust and authority given to us as
individual Senators by the American
people and do what we, as Senators,
can to turn the page to a brighter day
because it needs to be turned.

What we can do today is reject this
nomination. The next Attorney Gen-
eral must be able to stand up to the
President and stand up for the rule of
law.

If confirmed, I hope Judge Mukasey
is up to that challenge. But because he
has not given me confidence of his
independence, I will vote against con-
firmation, and I urge my colleagues to
do the same.

Mr. President, I ask for the yeas and
nays on the nomination of Mike
Mukasey to be Attorney General of the
United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Michael B. Mukasey, of New York, to
be Attorney General?

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN),
the Senator from New York (Mrs. CLIN-
TON), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD), and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. OBAMA) are necessarily ab-
sent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) would vote ‘‘nay.”

Mr. LOTT. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), and
the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
MCcCCAIN).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) and the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 407 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Allard Dole Martinez
Barrasso Domenici McConnell
Bayh Ensign Murkowski
Bennett Enzi Nelson (NE)
Bond Feinstein Roberts
Brownback Graham Schumer
Bunning Grassley Sessions
Burr Gregg
Carper Hagel gﬁiltbhy
Chambliss Hatch Snowe
Coburn Hutchison
Cochran Inhofe Specter
Coleman Isakson Stevens
Collins Kyl Sununu
Corker Landrieu Thune
Craig Lieberman Vitter
Crapo Lott Voinovich
DeMint Lugar Warner
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NAYS—40
Akaka Inouye Nelson (FL)
Baucus Johnson Pryor
Bingaman Kennedy Reed
Boxer Kerry Reid
Brown Klobuchar Rockefeller
Byrd Kohl Salazar
Cantwell Lautenberg Sanders
Cardin Leahy Stabenow
Casey Levin Tester
Conrad Lincoln
. Webb
Dorgan McCaskill s
Durbin Menendez Whitehouse
Feingold Mikulski Wyden
Harkin Murray
NOT VOTING—T7
Alexander Cornyn Obama
Biden Dodd
Clinton McCain

The nomination was confirmed.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Without objection,
the motion to reconsider is laid on the
table.

The President shall be notified of the
Senate’s action.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will resume legisla-
tive session.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008—CON-
FERENCE REPORT—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the con-
ference report.

The conference report was agreed to.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote, and I
move to lay that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will
be no more rollcall votes this week.
The first vote next week will be at 10:10
Tuesday morning.

I note the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senate will be in order. Members
will take their conversations off the
floor.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1233

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
may proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 335, S. 1233, at any time
determined by the majority leader, fol-
lowing consultation with the Repub-
lican leader; that when the bill is con-
sidered, the only amendments in order
to the bill, other than the committee-
reported amendment, be first-degree
amendments that are relevant to the
subject matter of the bill and that they
be subject to relevant second-degree
amendments; that upon the disposition
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of all amendments, the committee-re-
ported substitute amendment, as
amended, if amended, be agreed to; the
bill, as amended, be read the third
time, passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; that the
title amendment be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, en bloc; that any statements re-

lating thereto be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. CRAIG. I object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1315

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
may proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 336, S. 1315, at any time
determined by the majority leader fol-
lowing consultation with the Repub-
lican leader; that when the bill is con-
sidered, the only amendments in order
to the bill, other than the committee-
reported amendment, be first-degree
amendments that are relevant to the
subject matter of the bill and that they
be subject to relevant second-degree
amendments; that upon the disposition
of all amendments, the committee-re-
ported substitute amendment, as
amended, if amended, be agreed to; the
bill, as amended, be read the third
time, passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; that the
title amendment be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, en bloc; that any statements re-

lating thereto be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. CRAIG. I object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 2168

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 459, S. 2168; fur-
ther that the committee amendments
be agreed to; the bill, as amended, be
read the third time and passed; the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate; that any statements relating to
the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I wish to
discuss my opposition to two bills re-
ported by the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, but I continue to hope we can
resolve the concerns I will address
today.

Unanimous consent has been sought
to pass two controversial bills: S. 1233,
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